‘The abuse of prescription painkillers is every 
^it as dangerous and deadly as the abuse of 
licit drugs such as heroin — and it is grow- 
ng at epidemic rates. For those who abuse 
and sell these drugs, the easiest way to ob- 
sun them is to raid the medicine cabinets of 
relatives and acquaintances. 


Project Medicine Drop is an important part 
of New Jersey's solution to this problem. 


{n partnership with local law enforcement 
agencies, the Division of Consumer Affairs 
1as made it as easy as possible for you to 
safely and securely dispose of your unused 
medications. 


We also provide valuable information on 
ow to keep a close eye on the medications 
n your home ... and how to talk with your 
relatives about the dangers of prescription 
drug abuse. 


ead on for important guidance on how to 
Be AWARXE — and handle your prescription 
“nedications responsibily. 
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. ject Medicine Drop lets you dispose of your 
nused and expired household medications, 


safely and securely, at any time: 24/7/365 


Visit www.NJConsumerd ffairs.gov/meddrop 


My nearest Drop Box location: 
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arents. grandparents and young J i 
ye sould talh about the danger T 
iking prescription and over-the-coun “4 
OTC) medications for nonmedical anc 
ronapproved uses. 


\fake sure your young relatives know you 
will be keeping an eye on the prescription 
and OTC drugs in your home, and that you 
save asked other relatives to do the same. 


Be alert for the possible signs of drug abuse 
ind addiction: visit our website for specifics. 
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* keep an inventory of the prescription and 
OTC medications in your home. Update 
t every six months — or more often, if you 
suspect abuse. 


If you have many different medications, 
seep ell of them in one place in your home. 


Consider keeping them in a locked cabi- 
vet, locked drawer, or childproof lock box. 
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Doctors may Prescribe or ites 

than you actually need. AS a Medications 
may have a large number oe you 
and expired medications. It is iegenvant ia 
dispose of these drugs in a Manner that is 
safe and secure — and keep them from 
falling into the hands of anyone who might 
abuse them. l 


DO NOT give them to friends. Doctors 
Prescribe drugs based on patients’ specitic 
Symptoms and medical histories. A drug 
that helps you may harm someone else. 


DO NOT simply flush them into the water 
supply — this causes risks to the environ- 
ment, and may affect the health of others. 
Many medications can have harmful effects 
on children, infants or pregnant women. tor 
example — and should not be released into the 
environment. 


DO NOT simply place medications into the 
trash. This may make them available to those 
who would abuse or sell them. 


The safest and most secure way to dispose 
of unused medications is through Project 
Medicine Drop. Go to our website, www. 
NJConsumerAftairs.gov/meddrop, to tind the 
Project Medicine Drop location nearest to you. 
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